
Introduction: 
No App for That

[BRUCE THE MOOSE ENTERS EXCITEDLY.]

BRUCE:	 Hello, everybody! My name is Bruce—Bruce the Moose. Welcome to the great outdoors! You know,  
I’ve always thought we need a better name than that. How about instead of calling it “the great out-
doors,” we call it “the amazing, fantastic, colossal, stupendous outdoors”! I think that’s much better. 

After all, there’s so much of God’s amazing creation to discover out here. Plus, you can hike the trails, 
paddle a canoe on the lake, and roast marshmallows over the campfire. 

This really is a beautiful place to be, but it’s important to be prepared. Sometimes folks come out here to 
the forest and think they know everything they need to know. They find out pretty quickly that they still 
have a lot to learn. 

Hey, that reminds me. Ranger Beth has some new ranger cadets. In fact, I think I hear them coming 
this way. I’d better get out of sight! [BRUCE EXITS.]

[RANGER BETH ENTERS, CARRYING A BACKPACK. SHE ASSUMES THAT ASPEN AND DUSTY ARE  
FOLLOWING HER, BUT THEY HAVE FALLEN BEHIND AND AREN’T YET IN THE SCENE.] 

BETH:	 All right, you two, let’s pick up the pace. We’ve still got half a mile to go before we reach the ranger 
station. [STOPS AND LOOKS BACK, THEN REALIZES NOBODY IS BEHIND HER.] Now, what is taking 
them so long? [CALLING INTO THE DISTANCE.] Aspen! Dusty! Hurry up! We’re going to  
be late!

[ASPEN AND DUSTY ENTER, MOVING SLOWER THAN BETH AND CLEARLY WINDED FROM THE  
LONG HIKE.]

DUSTY: 	 We wouldn’t be running late if she didn’t stop to take pictures of everything!

ASPEN:	 But nature is so photogenic. There’s so much to take pictures of that we don’t see in the city. [SPOTS 
SOMETHING AND MOVES TO TAKE A PHOTO OF IT.] Ooh, like this! [TAKES A PHOTO.]  
And like that! [SPOTTING SOMETHING ELSE, ASPEN MOVES AND TAKES ANOTHER  
PHOTO.] And wow, look at this! [MOVES AGAIN AND TAKES ANOTHER PHOTO.]

DUSTY: 	 See what I mean? Aspen stops to take pictures of everything. [HOLDS HIS PHONE ABOVE HIS HEAD, 
WAVING IT IN SEVERAL DIRECTIONS.]   

ASPEN:	 Oh yeah? Well, Dusty keeps stopping to wave his phone around in the air. What’s up with that?

DUSTY:	 [A LITTLE CONDESCENDING.] I am trying to get a signal so the map app on my phone will open. 

BETH:	 Wait a minute. You have a trail map on your phone?

DUSTY: 	 More precisely, it’s one of my phone apps. It’s a map app.

BETH:	 An app map?

DUSTY: 	 Not an app map . . . a map app.

BETH:	 I see.

DUSTY: 	 [HOLDING HIS PHONE UP HIGH.] I downloaded an app a while ago. But then my phone offloaded it to 
save space. If I can’t get a signal out here, then I can’t get to my map. Doesn’t this forest have any Wi-Fi 
hotspots?



BETH:	 I don’t think so. [TAKING HER MAP OUT HER BACKPACK.] I just keep a good old paper map in my 
backpack. That way it’s always handy . . . just like my Bible and my ranger handbook. 

ASPEN:	 Ranger handbook? What’s that?

BETH:	 The book I sent to you before you came out here. You remembered to bring it with you, right?

ASPEN:	 Well, not exactly. It didn’t quite fit in my suitcase. But don’t worry. I kind of skimmed through it.

BETH:	 Skimmed through it? It’s important to have the handbook with you at all times. There’s a lot of impor-
tant information in there that you’ll need when it’s time to start earning your ranger pins. And if you 
don’t earn any pins, then you can’t earn your ranger badges.

DUSTY: 	 I downloaded a copy on my phone. So I’m good to go.

ASPEN:	 Yeah, until the battery on your phone dies. What are you going to do then?

DUSTY: 	 I’ll just plug it in. [LOOKING AROUND.] There must be an outlet around here somewhere.

ASPEN:	 I hate to tell you, but most trees and rocks don’t have electrical outlets.

DUSTY: 	 What’s the big deal anyway? We don’t need that old handbook. I mean, if the two of us can handle life 
in the big city, the great outdoors should be easy.

ASPEN:	 Right! What could that book tell us that we don’t already know?

[BRUCE THE MOOSE HAS QUIETLY STEPPED INTO THE SCENE.]

BRUCE:	 It could tell you what to do if you meet a talking moose in the forest.

DUSTY: 	 A talking moose! There’s no such thing. [PAUSES.] Wait a second. That moose just talked. That’s a  
talking moose!

BETH:	 That’s not just a talking moose. That’s Bruce the Moose.

BRUCE:	 That’s me! Yep, I put the “wild” in “wild-er-ness” [PRONOUNCING “WILDERNESS” WITH A LONG “I” 
SOUND].

DUSTY: 	 Isn’t it pronounced “will-der-ness”?

BRUCE:	 If you say so.

ASPEN:	 [STILL SHOCKED.] It’s really a talking moose! I’ve got to get pictures of this.

[ASPEN SNAPS PHOTOS WHILE BRUCE STRIKES A SERIES OF POSES, ENJOYING HAVING HIS PICTURE 
TAKEN. AFTER THE PHOTOS AND POSING GO ON LONG ENOUGH, BETH INTERRUPTS.]

BETH:	 All right, that’s enough photos. Bruce, what are you doing out here?

BRUCE:	 I was just helping Teddy find some pinecones.

DUSTY:  	 Teddy? Who’s Teddy?

BRUCE:	 Teddy the Yeti, of course. [LOOKING AROUND.] He was right here a minute ago.

DUSTY:  	 A yeti? There’s no such thing as a yeti.

[TEDDY ENTERS FROM THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STAGE FROM BRUCE, BEHIND BETH AND THE KIDS. 
HE IS CARRYING A SACK OF PINECONES.]

TEDDY:	 Are you sure?

[BETH AND THE KIDS SPIN AROUND QUICKLY, STARTLED. THEY MIGHT LET OUT A YELP OR SCREAM.]



ASPEN:	 It’s a real yeti!

TEDDY:	 [LOOKING AROUND AND WALKING FORWARD.] Where? Oh [CHUCKLES], you’re talking  
about me. 

DUSTY:  	 Wait a second. I thought yetis live in snowy mountains. Not in forests.

TEDDY:	 Some folks say I’m a yeti; some say I’m a sasquatch; some call me bigfoot. I’ve never liked the name  
bigfoot personally. I mean, my feet aren’t that big. I wear only size 23 sneakers. You should see my 
brother; his feet are a size 27 and a half.

BRUCE:	 Last summer a few campers mistook his shoes for canoes and rode them all the way down the river.

ASPEN:	 [GETTING HER CAMERA READY.] This is amazing! Nobody has ever taken a clear picture of a yeti 
before! I’ll be famous.

[TEDDY QUICKLY MOVES AROUND, DUCKING BEHIND THINGS, WHILE ASPEN TRIES TO TAKE HIS  
PICTURE.]

TEDDY:	 Oh no! Please don’t take my picture. Yetis are very camera shy.

ASPEN:	 [DISAPPOINTED.] Oh, all right.

BETH:	 [TO TEDDY.] What are you and Bruce doing out here anyway?

Teddy:	 We were just gathering pinecones so I could make my famous pinecone soup.

BRUCE:	 He makes the best pinecone soup in the forest. Mmm. Crunchy.

DUSTY:  	 Um . . . I don’t think soup is supposed to be crunchy.

BRUCE:	 It is when he makes it.

TEDDY:	 Come on back to my cave with us. There’ll be plenty for everybody.

BOTH KIDS:	 [A BIT DISGUSTED.] We’re not that hungry.

BETH:	 I’m afraid we need to get to the ranger station. These two ranger cadets have to go through orientation, 
then they need to get some rest. They will start trying to earn their ranger pins tomorrow.

TEDDY:	 [TO ASPEN AND DUSTY.] Sounds like you two have a lot of work ahead of you.

ASPEN:	 It’s no problem.

DUSTY:  	 Yeah, we can handle it.

TEDDY:	 I’m sure you can, just as long as you keep reading your ranger handbooks.

BETH:	 You see? Even Teddy knows how important the handbook is. Luckily for you two, I’ve got more copies 
at the ranger station. Come on. Let’s get moving. We still have a lot to do today.  
[STARTS TO WALK OFFSTAGE.]

BOTH KIDS:	 [SOMEWHAT UNENTHUSIASTIC.] We’re coming. [THE KIDS TRUDGE BEHIND BETH, FOLLOWING 
HER OFFSTAGE.]

TEDDY:	 [TO BRUCE.] Come on, Bruce. Let’s go make pinecone soup.

BRUCE:	 You go on ahead. I’ll be right there.

TEDDY:	 Alrighty! [TEDDY WALKS OFFSTAGE.]

BRUCE:	 [TO THE AUDIENCE.] Like I told you, some folks come out here to the forest thinking they know 
everything there is to know. Those two cadets should probably spend some time studying that ranger 



handbook. If they follow what it says along the way—and even more important, learn to follow Jesus— 
I think they’ll do all right. But Ranger Beth has her work cut out for her. 

	 Well, I’d better get going. That pinecone soup is calling my name. I hope you join us on our adventure. 
See you again next time! [BRUCE EXITS.] 

CONCLUSION
[FOR CHURCH]

NARRATOR: 	 Wow! Aspen and Dusty are in for a challenge if they think they know everything about the forest. 
Sounds like Aspen is on this adventure just for the photos, and Dusty seems like a know-it-all. Will 
they figure out that they need to follow instructions—before it’s too late?   

	 One truth will change everything about their lives if they learn and believe it—they need to follow Jesus 
over every trail. In this year’s VBS drama, kids will easily grasp this important point. You won’t want 
them to miss a single day of Return to Camp Moose on the Loose.

[FOR A CHILD AUDIENCE] 

NARRATOR: 	 Wow! Going on a camping adventure with Dusty and Aspen sounds like a lot of fun. But maybe they 
don’t know as much as they think they do about the forest. Do you think Dusty and Aspen know ev-
erything about the forest? (Kids respond.) I can’t wait to find out what happens on their adventure—far 
from civilization, with a yeti and a talking moose. Imagine that!  

	 Will Dusty and Aspen figure out the secret to the wilderness—and every day of their lives—before it’s 
too late? You won’t want to miss a single day of VBS.


